AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-10 (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Original) A subsurface wastewater infiltration system comprising: 

a dripline installed in a trench below a surface of the soil, the dripline being coupled 
to a wastewater supply and including a plurality of openings to permit wastewater to pass 
therethrough; 

a structure located in the trench and configured to define an open area enclosing the 
dripline; 

first and second barriers located at opposite ends of the structure to allow the dripline 
to pass therethrough, but to prevent soil intrusion into the structure; 

at least one access opening in communication with the structure, the at least one 
access openings including a pipe extending to the surface of the soil; and 

a removable cover coupled to the access opening. 

12. (Original) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 1 1, 
wherein the open area within the structure provides a volume for storage of wastewater. 

13. (Original) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 11, 
wherein the structure open area allows free recirculation of air to an infiltrative surface of the 
soil through the pipe. 

14. (Original) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 11, 
wherein the open area provides uniform distribution of the effluent throughout the trench and 
into an infiltrative soil surface. 

1 5. (Original) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the at least one access opening allows inspection, removal and replacement of the 
dripline without excavation of the trench. 



16. (Original) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 1 1, 
wherein the structure is formed by one of a perforated pipe, a half-pipe and a chamber. 

1 7. (Original) A method of subsurface wastewater infiltration comprising: 
forming a trench in the soil; 

installing a dripline in the trench below a surface of the soil, the dripline including a 
plurality of openings to permit wastewater to pass therethrough; 
coupling the dripline to a wastewater supply; 

providing one of an open area and a porous medium in the trench surrounding the 
dripline; 

providing at least one access opening in communication with the open area or 
medium, the at least one access opening including a pipe extending to the surface of the soil; 
refilling the trench with soil; and 

coupled a cover to the pipe to cover the access opening. 

18. (Original) The method as recited in claim 17, further comprising covering the 
medium or open area with a material to prevent soil intrusion into medium or open area. 

19. (Original) The method as recited in claim 17, wherein the cover is air permeable to 
allow air recirculation between the atmosphere and the open area or medium through the 
pipe. 

20. (Original) The method as recited in claim 17, further comprising providing first and 
second barriers located at opposite ends of the open area or medium to allow the dripline to 
pass therethrough, but to prevent soil intrusion into the open area or medium. 

21. (New) A subsurface wastewater infiltration system comprising: 

a dripline installed in a trench below a surface of the soil, the dripline being coupled 
to a wastewater supply and including a plurality of openings to permit wastewater to pass 
therethrough; 

means surrounding the dripline for facilitating flow of wastewater from the dripline to 
an infiltrative soil surface; 

first and second barriers located at opposite ends of the medium to allow the dripline 
to pass therethrough but to prevent soil intrusion into the medium; 



at least one access opening in communication with an area adjacent the medium, the 
at least one access opening including a pipe extending to the surface of the soil; and 
a removable cover coupled to the access opening. 

22. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system is recited in claim 21, wherein 
the flow facilitating means includes a structure located in the trench and configured to define 
an open area and closing the dripline. 

23. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 22, wherein 
the structure is formed by one of a perforated pipe, a half-pipe and a chamber. 

24. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 21, wherein 
the flow facilitating means a porous medium located in the trench below the dripline. 

25. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 24, wherein 
the medium is covered with a geotextile material to prevent soil intrusion into medium. 

26. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 24, wherein 
interstitial spaces between particles of the porous medium provide a volume for storage of 
wastewater. 

27. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 24, wherein 
interstitial spaces between medium particles allow fi*ee recirculation of air to the infiltrative 
soil surface. 

28. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 24, wherein 
the medium provides uniform distribution of the wastewater throughout the trench and into 
the infiltrative soil surface. 

29. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 21, wherein 
the cover is air permeable to allow air recirculation between the atmosphere and the medium 
through the pipe. 
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30. (New) The subsurface wastewater infiltration system as recited in claim 21, wherein 
the at least one access opening allows inspection, removal and replacement of the dripline 
without excavation of the trench. 



